TRF Adult Sunday School From Home

James 4 – FRIENDSHIP WITH THE WORLD

The purpose of James is to give us a series of tests to help us assess whether we have true saving faith.  So, now, he looks at our attitude toward the world as another test of true, saving faith. 

The key verse for today is James 4:4, so we’re going to start with that.  It states:

James 4:4 (New King James Version)

4 Adulterers and[a] adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Who is he talking to when he addresses adulterers and adulteresses? Those who are spiritual infidels or more appropriately idolaters (See Hosea).  

Now, we know we are not to be of the world, but we are told to be in the world and be salt and light.  So, we know there’s some connection with the world we should not have. 

James uses the term “friendship with the world.”  What does that mean?  That’s the relationship we need to understand, before we get  into the rest of the verses. 

The noun that is translated friendship is philia.  It is found only here in the New Testament.  We can compare it to its verb form that does appear many times – and that is phileo – you know this to be a type of love.  We get Philadelpia – the city of brotherly love from that word. 

So, let’s understand the strength of that term in the New Testament:

Matthew 6:5 (New King James Version)

   
5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

What does that mean?

Matthew 10:37 (New King James Version)

37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

We talked about this Hebraism before – it’s a comparison – to love more.  

1 Corinthians 16:22 (New King James Version)

22 If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed.[a] O Lord, come![
So, what is the nature of this love?  This word seems to be more of an emotional type of love.  

So, lets go back to verse 4 and plug in our new understanding of these two phrases:

James 4:4 (applied)

4 You idolaters!  Do you not know that your love relationship with the world, where you love it more than me, is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be in love with the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Okay – so that’s what we are going to talk about here – people that love the world in this sense – they get their kicks like the hypocrites from the world system.  Your book points out that the Greek Kosmos refers to the man centered , Satan driven world system.  

So, James is really saying – what’s your view on the world.  That’s what I want to test you on this time. 

I want to break this lesson into two parts – maybe three.  The first part of the lesson is verses 1-6. so let’s read that:

James 4:1-6 (New King James Version)

 1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet[a] you do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 Adulterers and[b] adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”?
6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: 


      “ God resists the proud,
      But gives grace to the humble.” Proverbs 3:34

 These verses are describing a person’s whose focus is not on God but on fulfilling the desires of the flesh, which of course is what the world system encourages.  

Let’s look at each verse in some detail:

1 Where do wars and fights come from among you?

Who is he talking to?  Purported believers.  Then, he answers the question:

 Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. 

So, he’s talking about disputes in the Church in part.  What’s the source?  Well, he’s told us – lust,.covetousness, and murder (maybe not literally).  Now, the point is that we see this don’t we?  There’s hjealousy over someone’s role or recognition, or perhaps Sam got praise dbyt he preacher but not me, so I am jealous.  That leads to strife.  But, if that’s true, what am I looking for?  Worldly approval.  

Yet[a] you do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 

Whats the motivation of the asking?  These people don’t have because either they don’t ask – they really don’t believe  and don’t ask?  Or if they do ask, the ask out of the wrong motivation – for personal gain. 

Adulterers and[b] adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 

verse 6

6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: 

      “ God resists the proud,
      But gives grace to the humble.” Proverbs 3:34

1 John 2:15-17 (New King James Version)

Do Not Love the World

   
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

Okay, so James uses verses 7 -10 to give us 10 rules for how not to fall prey to being a friend of the world:

Let’s read these:

James 4:7-10 (New King James Version)

Humility Cures Worldliness

   
7 Therefore (1) submit to God. (2) Resist [stand against ; oppose]  the devil and he will flee from you. 8 (3)Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. [an invitation of intimate fellowship] (4) Cleanse your hands, you sinners;[the Jewish priests used to have to cleanse their hands before making offerings to God  and (5) purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 (6)Lament [over what – our sinful nature!] and (7) mourn [deep grief and remorse over our sin] and (8) weep![outward manifestation of our mourning]  (9) Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. [he’s not saying don’t laug – he’s saying don’t be flippant, and trivial, particulaltrly about sin – where you might have – as Billy Joel once said – “laughed with the sinners, you need to cry like the saints.  (10) 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

Okay, then lets look at the last two verses:

James 4:11-12 (New King James Version)

   
11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is one Lawgiver,[a] who is able to save and to destroy. Who[b] are you to judge another?[c]
Clearly, this is directed to professing believers.  

Please note here that the term Judge he uses here does not refer to evaluation or assessment – but rather the condemnation itself.  This reflects again Jesus comments:

Matthew 7

Do Not Judge

 1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

James just says – who do you think you are sitting in condemnation of another person?

