TRF Adult Sunday School From Home

James 2 (part duex) - Faith That Passes the Test
James 2:18-21 (New King James Version)

18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your[a] works, and I will show you my faith by my[b] works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?[c] 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?

Next
James 2:21-26 (New King James Version)

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”[a] And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 
26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

Now, if you read that in a vacuum, it sort of sounds like salvation by works, does anyone agree?

But, let’s remember what James has already said:

James 1:17-18 (New King James Version)

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.

And he also quotes Genesis 15:6 in verse 23 of this reading – again, reaffirming the belief in God
Genesis 15:6 (New King James Version)

6 And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 

And note that this part of Abraham’s life reflected in Genesis 15:6 – when God said he was justified – was BEFORE he was asked to offer Isaac.  He offered Isaac in Gen 22:

Genesis 22

Abraham’s Faith Confirmed

1 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

And let’s remember what he is doing here – he is comparing dead faith and living faith, and making the point that men will have to look at works – even as we examine ourselves

We can also look to the Greek word – dikaio  – which is translated justified does have 2 general meanings – the first pertains to acquittal, i.e., to declare a person righteous.  Paul uses it this way Galatians 2:16 and others.


Galatians 2:16 (New King James Version)

16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified

The second meaning of the term pertains to vindication, or proof of righteousness. Paul uses it in this manner also.  Consider:

1 Timothy 3:16 (New King James Version)

16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 
     
 God[a] was manifested in the flesh,   Justified in the Spirit, 
     
 Seen by angels,  Preached among the Gentiles,  Believed on in the world, 
     
 Received up in glory.
Most commentators I looked at agree that James is using the term justification in terms of justification before men – and they give an example of someone who kills another, and when brought to trial he claims self –defense.  The jury believes him – that’s called Justifiable homicide.  James is teaching that Abraham’s willingness to offer Isaac vindicates or justifies his faith before men – something even Paul agrees with – and Paul is seen as the champion of grace teaching. 

Ephesians 2:10 (New King James Version)

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

James point is that Abraham faithfully vindicated his own saving faith to himself and others through his many good works, but most prominently by offering Isaac. 

And that’s what the next verse leads us to – you see that faith was working with his works. And as a result of the works, faith was perfected

IT IS NOT THAT SALVATION REQUIRES WORK, BUT THAT WORKS ARE THE CONSEQUENT OUTGROWTH AND COMPLETION OF GENUINE FAITH

So James Used Abraham – a moral man as an example. 

Then, he turns to Rahab – 

Now, we know the story of Abraham, and how he was willing to sacrifice Isaac.  Before we do our reading, let’s look briefly at Rahab.  

The story of Rahab comes from Joshua 2.  

Joshua 2

Rahab Hides the Spies

1 Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men from Acacia Grove[a] to spy secretly, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.”
So they went, and came to the house of a harlot named Rahab, and lodged there. 2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men have come here tonight from the children of Israel to search out the country.” 
3 So the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the country.” 
4 Then the woman took the two men and hid them. So she said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. 5 And it happened as the gate was being shut, when it was dark, that the men went out. Where the men went I do not know; pursue them quickly, for you may overtake them.” 6 (But she had brought them up to the roof and hidden them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order on the roof.) 7 Then the men pursued them by the road to the Jordan, to the fords. And as soon as those who pursued them had gone out, they shut the gate. 
8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9 and said to the men: “I know that the LORD has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you. 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11 And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.

Now, one word on Rahab.  At this time, there were two types of Harlots – the religious ones who worked at the Cannanite temple, and the run of the mill harlots who worked for cash.  Rahab was the second kind – The Hebrew word was Zoonah, but the Greek word we all have heard – porne.  

But notice that she heard the word, and believed that the Lord gave the Isrealites the Land – then she put that belief into action – by hiding and protecting the spies. 

And, remember, Jesus came through the human lineage of this woman – a Gentile – for she was the great grandmother of David (Matt 1:5).

So, Abraham and Rahab’s faith was not demonstrated simply by their profession of faith, any worship or ritual – but for us and for all persons – by the actions they took by putting everything that was dear to them on the line when the time came.

Romans 4:1-25 (New King James Version)

Abraham Justified by Faith

1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh?[a] 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”[b] 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 

David Celebrates the Same Truth

   
5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: 
       7 “ Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
      And whose sins are covered;
       8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.”[c] 

Abraham Justified Before Circumcision

   
9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. 10 How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised. 

The Promise Granted Through Faith

   
13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, 15 because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression. 

16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 17 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”[d]) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants be.”[e] 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”[f]
23 Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification.

Other scriptures

John 8:56 (New King James Version)

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” 

This answers how Abraham could be saved, yet the Bible says that apart from Christ no one could be saved.  It is because:

Romans 14:9 (New King James Version)

9 For to this end Christ died and rose[a] and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Acts 4:12 (New King James Version)

12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Ephesians 2:8-10 (New King James Version)

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Hebrews 5:9 (New King James Version)

9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,

Hebrews 11:8-10 (New King James Version)

Faithful Abraham

   
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

Hebrews 11:13-16 (New King James Version)

The Heavenly Hope

   
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them,[a] embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

Hebrews 11:31 (New King James Version)

31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace. 

2 Chronicles 20:7 (New King James Version)

7 Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever?

Isaiah 41:8 (New King James Version)

8 “ But you, Israel, are My servant, 
      
Jacob whom I have chosen, 
    
  The descendants of Abraham My friend. 
      

John 15:14-15 (New King James Version)

14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.

Romans 3:20 (New King James Version)

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

Galatians 3:6-11 (New King James Version)

6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”[a] 7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.”[b] 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham. 

The Law Brings a Curse

   
10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.”[c] 11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just shall live by faith.”[d]
2 Corinthians 13:5 (New King James Version)

5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.

