TRF Adult Sunday School From Home

James 1 – Exploring Temptation  

Start with the question from Genesis 3 – who was Adam blaming maybe a little indirectly – but actually pretty directly?
Genesis 3:12 (New King James Version)

12 Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 

Question – how could anybody say that God tempts?  Well, it simply says God made everything, so he must tempt.  The poet Robert Burns once wrote “Thou hast formed me with passions wild and strong…”  Kind of saying – You made me this way

Does James allow for the excuse of the Devil made me do it?  No – what does he say causes sin?  The lust is all that is needed – Verse 14.  So, the devil can put things in your path, yet we can be not tempted

So, James first starts out by saying “let no one say I am tempted of God,” and then he proceeds to give several reasons why we should not say that:

First – The Nature of God

1:13 – For God cannot be tempted, and He himself does not temp anyone

“Cannot be tempted” comes from the Greek word which means “untemptable, without the capacity of temptation”  

This is different than Roman and Greek gods – we’ve heard all about them – their bickering – and the fact that some of their Gods were just evil – and that is what James is saying –God cannot be tempted and He doesn’t tempt

Habakkuk 1:13 (New King James Version)

13 You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
     
 And cannot look on wickedness. 

If they bring up David being incited to “Go number Israel and Judah” – 2 Sam 24:1 does seems to say God did that, but when you read the detail in 1 Chron 21:1, you see that it was Satan who did this

Matthew reports that the Devil was going to do the tempting of Jesus – Matt 4:1

Second – The Nature of Man

Verse 14 – but each on is tempted when he is carried away and enticed buy his own lust

“Carried away” and “enticed” 

“Carried away” is the greek word exelko, which was a hunting term meaning a baited trap that was designed to lure an und=suspecting animal into it

“enticed” comes from the Greek deleazo, which was a fishing term to bait with something that is too attractive for the fish to resist

James says we succumb to temptation when our own lust draws us toward evil things that are of the flesh – there would be no attraction to sin – he argues – if it were not for man’s own lust

We can’t blame God – or even Satan – for our own lusts

Third – the Nature of Lust

James depicts lust as a mother conceiving and bearing a child, which is sin, and whose ultimate destiny is death.  

It’s a process James describes 

1. Desire – the lust – an emotional feeling – like the car ads, or razor blade commercials – or beer – they all have scantily clad women or riches – what do  they have to do with the car, the razor or the beer?  Nothing – they are meant to produce an emotional reaction

2. Deception – this is where we begin to rationalize a justification for getting the object of our lusts -  - This is what James is referring to when “lust has conceived.”  

3. Design – when plans start to be made to fulfill the emotional desire that we have begun to rationalize – this involves the will and is where most guilt lies

4. Disobedience – this is the birth – this process gives birth to sin

The earlier in the process we determine to resist, the greater the likelihood we avoid the sin – conversely, the longer we delay, the more likely the actual sin becomes

Forth – the Nature of God

Here, he is talking about good things coming from God, and there being no variation.  Verse 17
Matthew 7:7-11 (New King James Version)

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!

