TRF Adult Sunday School From Home

THEMES AND VERSES TO STUDY IN PREPARATION FOR STUDYING THE BOOK OF JAMES

1.
Is professing belief in Jesus enough?

Matthew 7:21-28 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord!' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but [only] the one who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to Me, 'Lord, Lord, didn't we prophesy in Your name, drive out demons in Your name, and do many miracles in Your name? 23 Then I will announce to them, 'I never knew you! Depart from Me, you lawbreakers! 

2.
Is it enough to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and even that He will ultimately rule all creation? 

Matthew 8:28-29 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

28 When He had come to the other side, to the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met Him as they came out of the tombs. They were so violent that no one could pass that way. 29 Suddenly they shouted, "What do You have to do with us, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?" 

Mark 5:5-8 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

5 And always, night and day, he was crying out among the tombs and in the mountains and cutting himself with stones.  6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and knelt down before Him. 7 And he cried out with a loud voice, "What do You have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You before God, don't torment me!" 8 For He had told him, "Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!" 

Acts 19:13-15 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists attempted to pronounce the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, "I command you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches!" 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 The evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize—but who are you?" 

3.
Okay, if that was too weird of an example for you, consider:

John 3

1 There was a man from the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Him at night and said, " Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher, for no one could perform these signs You do unless God were with him."  3 Jesus replied, " I assure you: Unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

4.
What are the results of saving faith?


We will study some in James, but for now, consider the other scriptures:

Galatians 5:22 (English Standard Version)

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

John 13:34-35 (King James Version)

34A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  35By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

5.
Will a saved person’s actions prove their faith? 

John 15:8 (King James Version)

8Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

Luke 6:43-49 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

43 "A good tree doesn't produce bad fruit; on the other hand, a bad tree doesn't produce good fruit. 44 For each tree is known by its own fruit. Figs aren't gathered from thornbushes, or grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 A good man produces good out of the good storeroom of his heart. An evil man produces evil out of the evil storeroom, for his mouth speaks from the overflow of the heart.

   
John 15: 1-8

1 "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vineyard keeper. 2 Every branch in Me that does not produce fruit He removes, and He prunes every branch that produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in Me, and I in you. Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in Me.    5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in Me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me. 6 If anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown aside like a branch and he withers. They gather them, throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you want and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and prove

John 8:31-32 (King James Version)

31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;  32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

John 15: 16-17

16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you. I appointed you that you should go out and produce fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will give you. 17 This is what I command you: love one another.

1 John 2:24 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

24 What you have heard from the beginning must remain in you. If what you have heard from the beginning remains in you, then you will remain in the Son and in the Father. 

6.
Is it appropriate to view works as indicative of true salvation?

What did Jesus say?  

Luke 6:46 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

 
46 "Why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and don't do the things I say? 

Matthew 7:15-28 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

15 "Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravaging wolves. 16 You'll recognize them by their fruit. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, but a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can't produce bad fruit; neither can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn't produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So you'll recognize them by their fruit. 


What did Paul say?

Titus 1:16 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

16 They profess to know God, but they deny Him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, and disqualified for any good work.  

7.
The two thieves:

Matthew describes how the crucifixion started:

Matthew 27:43-45 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

43 [The crowd said] He has put His trust in God; let God rescue Him now—if He wants Him! For He said, 'I am God's Son.' " 44 In the same way even the criminals who were crucified with Him kept taunting Him. 

But, by the end of His suffering, one of them has changed, watching what has happened.  Consider Luke 23:39-43 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)

39 Then one of the criminals hanging there began to yell insults at Him: "Aren't You the Messiah? Save Yourself and us!"   40 But the other answered, rebuking him: "Don't you even fear God, since you are undergoing the same punishment? 41 We are punished justly, because we're getting back what we deserve for the things we did, but this man has done nothing wrong." 42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom!" 43 And He said to him, " I assure you: Today you will be with Me in paradise." 

God sees the Heart - Jeremiah 20:12 

