TRF Adult Sunday School From Home

James 5 – Riches, Trials and Oaths 

Drawing to the end of James, this chapter can be broken down into 3 sections:

1. Judgment on the wicked rich (verses 1-6)

2. How to face trials patiently – directed to help those victims of the wicked rich (v. 7-11)

3. Admonition to stop false and flippant swearing (v. 12)

Judgment on the wicked rich (verses 1-6)

Rich Oppressors Will Be Judged

 1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! 2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days. 4 Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.[a] 5 You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as[b] in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you. 

What is James not saying:

He is not saying that wealth is sinful.  Let’s look at a couple of verses:

Deuteronomy 8:18 (New King James Version)

18 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, 

Proverbs 10:22 (New King James Version)

22 The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, 
      And He adds no sorrow with it. 
What he is saying is just what Paul said:

1 Timothy 6:10 (New King James Version)

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

Or even Isaiah, when he denounced the rich people’s treatment of the poor:

Isaiah 3:14-15 (New King James Version) – the Going Deeper Verses

14 The LORD will enter into judgment 
      With the elders of His people 
      And His princes: 

      “ For you have eaten up the vineyard; 
      The plunder of the poor is in your houses. 
       15 What do you mean by crushing My people 
      And grinding the faces of the poor?” 
      Says the Lord GOD of hosts. 

Or Amos:

Amos 8:4-7 (New King James Version)

4 Hear this, you who swallow up[a] the needy, 
      And make the poor of the land fail, 

5 Saying: 


      “ When will the New Moon be past, 
      That we may sell grain? 
      And the Sabbath, 
      That we may trade wheat? 
      Making the ephah small and the shekel large, 
      Falsifying the scales by deceit, 
       6 That we may buy the poor for silver, 
      And the needy for a pair of sandals— 
      Even sell the bad wheat?” 
       7 The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 

So, if we put this in context of the whole book – what is he asking us to use as a test to see if our faith is genuine?  Yes, its our view towards money and wealth

The best example comes form Jesus , in Luke 16:19-25:

Luke 16:19-25 (New King James Version)

The Rich Man and Lazarus

   
19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell[a] from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented.

.  

So, let’s look at each verse:

1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! 

Weep and howl – screaming in agony – why ?  for the miseries (translated hardship and distress) that is coming on you

2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days. 

They hoarded treasure – food, clothing, and money – he says these things will corrode – the actual word is the word which can be translated rust or corrode – thoroughly – and James says these things will be a witness against the hoarder.  And it will consume the flesh like fire – James stresses that they are acting like this in the last days.  So, they aren’t watching fopr Christ’s coming – they are watching their goods. 

4 Indeed the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.[a] 

Basically, this is saying that their wealth was unjustly gained.  Sabaoth is an untranslateed Greek word which refers to an army r a great host – so this is saying the cries of the poor have reached the Commander of the armies  of heaven – that’s pretty frightening

5 You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened your hearts as[b] in a day of slaughter. 

Having increased their wealth by robbery and hoarding, the wicked rich added to their sin by using their wealth in their own selfish indulgence. It’s like they live a lifestyle where the fatted calf is always slaughtered. 

6 You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you. 

James says that these wicked rich have even killed to maintain their opulent lifestyle.  

Let’s finish by looking at an express instruction for how wealth is to be used:

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (New King James Version)

Instructions to the Rich

   
17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.

How to face trials patiently - James (v. 7-11)

Be Patient and Persevering – he’s now changing the focus from the rich man to the poor man – from the abuser to the abused, and he’s going to explain to these people how to be patient in trials

   
7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain. 8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

He’s saying – look for the Lord’s coming – anticipate it


9 Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned.[c] Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! 

Living with difficult circumstances can cause people to complain – and complain against one another.  He’s sayig don’t do this – because you may be condemned by the same complaint – and Christ is standing at the door – just another way of saying Christ’s return is imminent

10 My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience. 

Here, he’s just saying use the prophets as an example.  We’ve seen some of the suffering these prophets endured:

· Hosea and his marriage to a harlot

· Daniel being torn from his family

· Elijah being chased by Ahab

11a Indeed we count them blessed who endure. 11b You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful. 

Let’s remember Job – he endured fierce attacks from Satan, the loss of his children, his wealth, his health – but Job still said:

Job 13:15 (New King James Version)

 15 Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.

Them he shifts gears to the issue of swearing:  In one verse, he says it all:


12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,” and your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judgment.[d]

He closing out the letter.  This phrase “But above all” marks a transition to something he wants to mention that is of extreme importance.

He’s talking about taking oaths – not cursing.  What had happened historically is that the Jews had developed a complex system of oaths.  

The Bible itself does not forbid oaths – oaths are only wrong when misused with the intent to deceive others. Abraham took several oaths:

Genesis 24:2-4 (New King James Version)

2 So Abraham said to the oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had, “Please, put your hand under my thigh, 3 and I will make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell; 4 but you shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”

Joshua 2:12-20 records the oatrh given to Rahab by the two Israelite spies:

Joshua 2:12-20 (New King James Version)

12 Now therefore, I beg you, swear to me by the LORD, since I have shown you kindness, that you also will show kindness to my father’s house, and give me a true token, 13 and spare my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death.” 
14 So the men answered her, “Our lives for yours, if none of you tell this business of ours. And it shall be, when the LORD has given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with you.” 
15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the city wall; she dwelt on the wall. 16 And she said to them, “Get to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you. Hide there three days, until the pursuers have returned. Afterward you may go your way.” 
17 So the men said to her: “We will be blameless of this oath of yours which you have made us swear, 18 unless, when we come into the land, you bind this line of scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless you bring your father, your mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household to your own home. 19 So it shall be that whoever goes outside the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we will be guiltless. And whoever is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head if a hand is laid on him. 20 And if you tell this business of ours, then we will be free from your oath which you made us swear.” 

So, oaths were permitted, but they were to be serious – swear by God and nothing else. – the source of this prohibition is Jesus teaching in Matthew 5: 33-37:

Matthew 5:33-37 (New King James Version)

Jesus Forbids Oaths

   
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.

This is what tradition had developed, and what Jesus was referring to when He said you have heard of old.  The first sentence tells the out – the rabbininc teaching had held that only vows to the Lord were binding.  All other oaths – they taught – could be violated – kind of like saying I had my fingers crossed.  So, Jews would swear by heaven, by the temple – anything but the name of the Lord. 

Jesus condemned this:

Matthew 23:16-22 (New King James Version)

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’ 17 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies[a] the gold? 18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform it.’ 19 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 20 Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it. 21 He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells[b] in it. 22 And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it. 

So, Jesus is saying that when you swear by anything in God’s dominion, you bring God into the transaction, and God regarded their oaths as binding

So, he just calls for simple straightforward speech.  Yes means yes, and no means no. 

